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. Shankara Jayanti is the birth anniversary of
i Jagadguru Shankaracharya who is considered as the
i greatest philosopher in Hinudism and al the religions in
i the world. Shankara Jayanti is observed on Vaisakha
i Shukla Panchami, fifth day in bright half of Vaisakha
i masam.

i Adi Shankaracharya, also known as Sankara Bhaga-
! vatpadacharya, was born in the 8th century AD at Kaladi
5 — in Kerala. Adi Shankara

PR “f is the greatest Hindu

9% saint and Indian philos-
opher who consolidated
® the doctrine of Advaita
8 Vedanta. Adi Shanka-
ra’s teachings were
mainly based on
¥ | Advaita (Nondualism) -
| or the unity of Brahman
M and the soul. Adi Sanka-

Lord Shiva, who took
b the avatar to teach and
: guide the Hindu reli-
i gion. Adi Shankara learned all of the scriptures and trav-
i eled through out India to help Hinduism regain strength
i and restore the study of the Vedas and other ancient
{ scriptures.

Shankara was the first and foremost philosopher who
i explained the concept of “Aatma” (soul), “Paramatma”
i (divine soul), “Vairagya” (renunciation) and “ Moksha”
i (salvation). He wrote Bhashyas or commentaries on all
i vedas and ithihasas like Bhagavad Gita. He established
i many maths or peethas all over India. He also wrote large
{ number of Stotras (hymns). These range from Bhaja Go-
i vindam to Dakhinamurthy Stotram, kaupeena panchakam to
i Nirvana shatakam.

Shankaracharya established four 'mutts' or monastic cen-
 ters in four corners of India and put his four main disci-

. ples to head them and serve the spiritual needs of the

! ascetic community within the Vedantic tradition. He
classified the wandering mendicants into 10 main groups
{ to consolidate their spiritual strength. Each mutt was

i assigned one Veda. The mutts are Jyothir Mutt at Badri-
nath in northern India with Atharva Veda; Sarada Mutt

i at Sringeri in southern India with Yajur Veda;

i Govardhan Mutt at Jaganath Puri in eastern India with

i Rig Veda and Kalika Mutt at Dwarka in western India

i with Sama Veda.

It is believed that Shankara attained heavenly abode in
i Kedarnath and was only 32 years old when he died.

Significance of Akshaya Tritiya

Akshaya Tritiya falls on the third day of the bright half :
of Vaishakh month (April-May), when the Sun and
Moon are in exaltation; they are simultaneously at their :
peak of brightness, which happens only once every year.

On Akshya Tritiya, a friend of Lord Sri Krishna, visited :
the Lord after a long time and offered rice flakes, which
were given to him by his wife. Kuchela is poor and
couldn’t offer more than that to Lord Krishna. In return,
Sri Krishna offered him the abundant wealth and pros- :
perity. This is one incident that exemplifies the joy of '
giving and donating. :

Lakshmi Puja or Kubera Lakshmi Puja is an auspicious
ritual to perform on Akshaya Tritiya day as is the day of '
appointment of Kubera as the Dhanadhipati. In some re-
gions in India Vishnua puja and Tulsi Puja are also per-
formed on this day. :

Akshaya Tritiya is also considered as Yugadi Thithi as
Tretha Yuga was started on this day. And also on this :
day Ganges, the sacred river, descended to earth from
the heaven. It is also celebrated as the Parusurama Jayan- :
thi, one of the Dasavatar of Vishnu. '

Legend says, on this day Veda Vyasa and Lord Ganesha
began to write Mahabharata. And also Godess Annapur-
na born on this day. :

Legend also says, during the time of the Mahabhrata,
when the Pandavas were in exile, Lord Krishna, on this i
day, presented them an 'Akshaya Patra,' a bowl which
would never go empty and produce an unlimited supply
of food on demand. :

The Day of Akshay Tritiya is worshipped and said to be :
auspicious in Jainism because it is said to have estab-
lished the very first "ahar charya" a methodology to pre- :
pare and serve food to Jain Monks. 5

Adi Shankara recited the Kanaka Dhara Stotra on this day '
for the sake of the poor couple at whose house he :
stopped for Bhiksha on the day and was offered the only '
available gooseberry in the house. 5

The word Akshaya, a Sanskrit word, literally means one
that never diminishes, and the day is believed to bring :
good luck and success. There is no need to select a '
‘muhurat’ on this day as the entire day is devoid of malef-
ic influences. Large number of marriages and several :
new beginnings take place on the day. The entire day is :
good for performing auspicious occasions. :
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Too busy to get to the bank?
ANZ Mobile Lenders will come to you.
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A fascinating day out for the family
The GRAND INDIAN FOOD & FUN FAIR

at Fremantle Grounds
Dance, Music, Crafts, Games, Raffle

(& more) extravaganza
FOOD ! FOOD ! FOOD'!

Sunday 29 April 2012
10.30 am to 3.30 pm

Venue : Esplanade Reserve — Marine
Tce, Fremantle

( Opposite Esplanade Hotel )

Admission Free — Everyone welcome
For Further Information & for advertising, contact :
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http://www.kabalason.com.au/
http://www.atrium-homes.com/
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100002736712420

Story time: Ekalavya

Eklavya is the story of young tribal boy. This story is a
very important part of the Mahabharatha. It depicts the
eagerness of a student to learn from his chosen Guru,
¢ without caring for what the consequences may be. It
shows the students loyalty to his chosen Guru, who had
refused to accept him. This story also shows how a per-
son, however low he may be by birth can aspire for
things seemingly beyond his reach.

Eklavya was a young tribal boy. He loved to accompany
his father who was a tribal chief on hunting expeditions.
One day he came across the gurukula (school) of
Dronacharya. Drona was instructing the Pandavas and
Kauravas in the art of warfare. Eklavya stood transfixed
as he saw the wonders that a bow could do. He thought
of the many times that he and his father had missed their
aim, while hunting deer. These boys, he thought, never
{ seemed to miss anything. Their teacher was teaching
them all the tricks.

Eklavya asked his father about this grand looking man
who was teaching the young boys. His father explained
that the man he was seeing was none other than the great
Dronacharya, who was famed for his prowess in warfare.
He had been able to lift a ring, which had fallen into a
well using thin blades of grass - such was his skill!

"Oh! How I wish I could learn from him," said Eklavya.

"Son, he has been engaged by Bhishma to teach the princ-
es of the Kuru dynasty." Replied his father.

"I shall try," replied a stubborn Eklavya.

He went to Dronacharya, and asked him to accept him as
a student. Drona refused, telling him that he taught only
kshatriya, and Brahmin youth. A dejected Eklavya then
took a decision. He would become the best archer, and
his teacher would be Dronacharya. He went deep into
the forest, which was his home and fashioned a statue of
Drona out of clay. He worshipped this clay image and
took it to be his Guru. He practiced with bow and arrows
relentlessly and gradually became very good in the art of
archery. All this time he never forgot to tend to his clay
Guru.

One day, Eklavya heard a dog barking loudly. Seeing

that the dog was dis- |
tracting him, he took

up his bow and shot
five arrows into its %
arrows in such a way é 3
that the dog, though |
unhurt, i
longer
mouth. It ran whim-
pering to Dronachar-

could
close

ya's gurukula.

The and |

Drona saw the Dog

princes

and wondered who had shot the arrows in such a won-
derful. After finding out that it was Eklavya, who said
that he was Dronacharya's student, Arjuna was upset. He
reminded Dronacharya of his promise that he would be
the world's best archer. How could Dronacharya have
taken up a tribal boy as his student and made him a bet-
ter archer too, wondered Arjuna. {

Drona went to Eklavya with all his students, where he
saw the boy practicing in front of his clay image, which
had fresh flowers around it. Eklavya ran to him and fell
at his feet saying, "Guruji, thanks for coming here, after
so many years of learning from your image, I have the :
good fortune of seeing you." :

With his heart full of admiration for the young boy,
Dronacharya said, "My boy, you have successfully com-
pleted your education. Now it is time for my Gurug
Dakshina. Will you give me whatever I ask of you?"
Eklavya happily replied in the affirmative. Drona then
said, "Eklavya, you made me your Guru even though I
rejected you. For my Dakshina, give me your right%
thumb." :

Eklavya looked at him amidst stunned silence, and then
slowly but surely walked up in front of his guru's clay
imaged, and taking out his knife, he cut of his right§
thumb. He knew he would never be the best archer now,
as without the right thumb it is not possible to let go :
one's arrows. :
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Gangi govu palu garitadainanu chaalu
Kadivedainanemi kharam palu
Bhakti kalugu koodu pattadainanu chalu
Viswadhaabhiraama vinuravema

Meaning: A ladleful of a sacred cow’s milk is enough.
Of what worth is even a potful of donkey’s milk. Even a
little food given with respect is sumptuous. Beloved of
the bounteous, Vemana, listen.
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Sri raghuraama charu tulasi daladhaama
Samakshamaadi Srumgaara guNAbhiraama,
trijagannuta Saurya ramaalalAma,
durvara kabamdharaakshasa virama,
jagajjana kalmashaarNavo ttarakanaama,
bhadragiri daaSaradhl karuna payonidhi

Meaning: O rama, that wears garlands of tulasi leaves,
one that has attributes like kshama and srungara, one
whose might is praised in the three worlds, one who is
beloved of rama (lakshmi), one who killed rakshasas
like Kabandha, one who protects everyone, mangalam
to you.
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Theo Gogas st en
Mobile: 0402 84257

YA

Paving
LUimestone Walls
i Reta ning Walls
: Reticulation
i Water Features
: Painting
i Lawn Installation

Planting
Lawnmowing

Ceneral Maintenance
Mulching

Weed Spraying

Brodrick Wills
Ph 0422 018 532

ABN 72 191 687 069
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SIVAN LEGAL | LAWYERS

7 Lanao Way Atwell

Tel- 9414 3200

Email-sivanlegal @iinet.net.au
Personal injury & Insurance claims
Small business Law & Debt recovery
Property & Business Settlements

( A 50% discount is offered for
clients who mention this ad.)
Probate & Wills from $ 90.00

Most areas of Law

Janani Tradmg

Roavs 1o Spsces
INDIAN AND PACIFIC GROCERIES

Shop 5, Commercial Centre, Market Gy,
230 Bannister Road, Canning Vale WA 6155
Phone 618 - 9256 3540 Fax 618 9256 3541
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